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Lins, gentlemen ==——— which, to do you juſtice, hot one of 
you believes, though you would have the mob believe them. 
Dr, Franklin, Preface to Mr. Galloway's Speech. 
| Miſc. Works. p. 459+ 
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Un a Letter to t,. Student of College; 


Cambridge.) 


i s1NcerELY condole with you, my dear friend; 
on the fate of the excellent grace propoſed by 
Dr. Edwards on the 11th of December 1787; and 
lament that the young gentlemen, who by their 
proficiency in - claſſical and philoſophical learning, 


if and their reſidence in the univerſity, have quali- 
* fied themſelves for the degree of bachelor of arts, 
* cannot be admitted to it, without a virtual atteſta- 
tion to the articles and liturgy, concealed under 
. the mean diſguiſe of profeſſing themſelves, Bona 


'1 ae, members of the church of England. The 
more you reflect upon it, the more, I am con- 
.vinced, you will ſee the cruelty and abſurdity of 
this requiſition. I greatly applaud your reſolution 
to ſpurn at an honour which cannot be conferred, 

except on compliance with ſo inſidious a condi- 
tion; and give you the credit you are too modeſt 
to afſume, that you would not, under more preſ- 
4 - ſing circumſtances, ſubmit to an impoſition which 


your 


* 
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=> your preſent ſituation and views enable you to re- 
jet with diſdain. I feel as much as you do for 
= thoſe ingenuous youths, who from the diſcuſſions 
which have lately taken place upon teſts and ſub- 
ſeriptions, are likely to be every day more ſenſible 
ee hardſhips they lie under; and am tempted 
og what motive could induce the caput to 
= oppolc ſo beneficial a propoſal. Surely it could 
not be their intention to habituate young men in 
early life to take all oaths indiſcriminately, with- 
out having examined into what they are to ſwear 
to; or, in the ſpirit of the 38th canon, to ſecure 
them from oppoſing any eſtabliſhed doctrine, by 
the fear of being cenſured as revolters after ſub- 
{cription. You were pretty well acquainted with 
my ſentiments upon certain points of the eſtabliſhed 
creed ; otherwiſe I think your prudence would 
not have ſuffered you to communicate your opi- 
nions concerning them in ſo unreſerved a manner. 
I honour you for the explicit avowal you have 
made; and hope I ſhall ever find you, what a li- 
beral education ought. to make every man, wap- 
piidiag c aAnlang GAG, | 
Tou wiſh to know whether I have ſeen Dr. 
Hey's ſermon upon the athanaſian creed; and 
what is my opinion of it. I will not be behind 
hand with you in openneſs ; but will enter-upon 
a minute examination of what appears to me an 
extraordinary performance ; to ſhew you in what 
rhanner men even of ſome little reputation will 
puzzle and perplex themſelves, when arguing 
againſt truth and common ſenſe. If indeed they 
be filent, they cannot challenge preferment-: if 
they ſpeak, what ſophiſtry do they condeſcend to 
make uſe of, what nonſenſe do they utter! I ſhall 
the rather enter upon my taſk, and give you leave 
to ſhew what I write to any of your acquaintance, 


7 from 
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from ſome knowledge I have of the vultum babis > 
tumque of the preacher ; that I may exemplify to 
any one who will take the trouble of attending to 
me, the truth of two lines put into the mouth of LAY. 
Bentley, in his addreſs to the goddeſs, by the im- _—_ 
mortal author of the Dunciad, B. iv, 231. aw. 


Ah! think not, miſtreſs, more true dulne(s NR 
In folly's cap, than wiſdom's grave diſpuiſe. 


I am not without hope that, ſhould I publiſh theſe 
papers, the archdeacon of Bucks, and his clergy, 
who were no doubt highly delighted with this diſ- 
courſe, may aſk themſelves what it was they ap- 
plauded : and that the profeſſor's diſciples in his 
academical lectures (in which he is proud to re- 
commend himſelf to the patrons of merit, as an in- 
ſtructor of inſtructors, a ſource of orthodoxy, EF 
» t waylts wilape,) may compare the exoteric 
productions of their great hierophant, with what 
they hear from him in private. I muſt not how- 
ever indulge myſelf in too great liberties, for I re- 
colle& another admonition of my favourite bard, 


Dulneſs is /acxed in a ſound divine. 


The preacher, having aſſumed a text * which he 
might as well have prefixed to a ſermon in defence of 
the creed of pope Pius the fourth, as of the athana- 
ſian, (for the ſalvation and condemnation there in- 
\ ſiſted on, relates to thoſe who believe, or reject the 
goſpel ; not any ſubſequent confeſſion, drawn up 
by fallible men) begins with ſaying, I have choſen. 
theſe words with a view of offering a few remarks 
en that compoſition which is generally called the atba- 
naſtau creed; a compoſition which has been raſply 
condemned; and for the uſe of which our church has 
n | | 4 Been 
, #* Mark xvi. 16. | 


Seen unreaſonably cenſured. The ſubject thus pro- 
= poſed, we ſhould. expect from one who fills a re- 
ſpectable office in the univerſity of Cambridge, 
9 an attempt (however brief, from the circumſtances 
of time and place, and the nature of the diſcourſe,) 
ew from reaſon and ſcripture, which have 
1 s "been ſuppoſed to form the baſis of the 
church of England, that the condemnation and cen- 
ſure of this creed were in fact raſh and unreaſon- 
able: that its contents were perfectly agreeable to 
our common conceptions, and to the word of 
God. How great then muſt be our ſurprize when 
we read, p. 7; 41 do not mean in what I would 
offer, to enter into any proof of the truth of the. 
+ adottrines ſtated in the athanaſian creed! How. then 
can the preliminary aſſertion be made good? Let 
us attend. | 
The firſt objeftion, ſays the profrſſor, uſually 
ti .  wurged againſt it, is that it is a deception, or im- 
4 poſition, with reſpet?t to its author, Obſerve, I 
beg, the elegance and perſpicuity with which this 
| | objection is ſtated. Its meaning I apprehend to 
be, that the creed has been objected to, as not 
being the compoſition of him whoſe name it bears; 
ti and we are faid to be deceived, when we ſuffer 
it to be palmed upon us as the work of Athanaſius. 
And ſurely a very reaſonable objection! What 
is the anſwer ? I confeſs I do not ſee in what ſenſe it | || 
can be called ſo [a deception or impoſition]. 
Many have believed it to be the work of Athanaſius, 
| perhaps without ſufficient reaſon : * but no one can 
prove that the author of it publiſhed it as the work 
of that great fath:r ; and 1 am not aware that it 
| | Was 


* The compilers of the 39 articles in the 8th of that pre- 
cious collection, have no ſcruple to pronounce it {rhana- 


fius's creed, though they have the modeſty to acknowledge 
: one of the other to be only commonly called the apoſfties 


creed. 4 - - 


C7 
was ever impoſed upon any ſet of chriſtians as his 
work, or that any were ever required to profeſs it to 


be his. It comes recommended to us as a cor qv 
authorized by ſcripture, from the pen of a venera 


ble father. Let it be proved that it is a com- 


poſition of a much later date; and that it origin- ' 


ated with Vigilius of Tapſus, or nobody knows 
whom, and it loſes much of its authority; the 
whole of which it really derives from the acknow- 
ledged abilities of its author, the nearneſs of the 
time in which it was fabricated to Hat of the 
apoſtles, and the ſuperior opportunity men of an 
early period enjoyed of attaining to the genuine 
ſenſe of the word of God. We readily allow that 
we are no where required to profeſs it to be his; 
but we certainly are required to profeſs 1t to be 
true, to which an opinion of its being his, might 
in ſome degree induce us. The doctor allqws, 
that though many have believed it to be Athana- 
ſius's, he will not aſſert they were right; perhaps 
they believed it without ſufficient reaſon. The 
more occaſion was there for him not to have de- 
clined entering into a proof of the truth of its 
doctrines. No one can prove that the author of 
it publiſhed it as the work of that great father.” 
How then was it ever reputed to be his? As ſuch 
it was introduced into the church, whether its 
author, or any other perſon were guilty of the 
fraud or miſtake. © I am not aware that it was 
ever impoſed on any ſet of chriſtians as his work.“ 
What a quibble under the term impoſed If the 
profeſſor mean that men were never required by 
popes, councils, emperors, or parliaments, to 
ſwear that Athanaſius was the author of it, he 
may be right; if he mean, as may be argued 
from the ſtatement of the objection, that men 


- have never been betrayed into the reception of it 


A 2 on 


on chat ſuppeſition, he is notoriouſly wrong. And 


this ſurely was a moſt knaviſh impoſitisn, or de- 
1 with reſpect to its author. As the pro- 
luEtion of Vigilius no man would have regarded 
it; as a relique of the venerable Athanaſius — 
men were idle enough to pay attention to it ; 

an impudent collection of blaſphemy, tab. 
bleneſs, and abſurd: ty, every man ought to de- 


ſpiſe and deteſt it. 


We are told that only © the literate or the wrong 
beaded” would read this creed from choice; that 
every clergyman of the leaſt judgment or knows. 
ledge, muſt know” it © to be repugnant to the ſa- 


cred word of G; and that © every candid and © 


enlightened clergyman” would own this, if he ſpoke 
his real ſentiments, Theſe are hard ſayings, and 


Should be well ſupported to be free from blame. Yes! 


they may be hard ſayings. But they are proved 
to be free from blame, they are proved to be true, 


. from the miſerable ſhifts that men are put to, in 


their apologies for retaining this farrago. I ap- 
peal to the ſermon now before me. I appeal to 
the wretched attempt lately made, in a pamphlet 
entitled, A Vindication of the doctrines and li- 
turgy of the church of England': the work, as 
ſome ſay, of a venerable biſhop ; or as others 
imagine, of a triunity of the prelatical order; 
me nufactured (to uſe the mechanic phraſe of one 
of the R. Rey. Demetrii) by P-—s and Co, 
at their ſhop in Fulham. Are theſe the efforts 


. of men conſcious of having truth on their ſide? 


Do they ſayour of apoſtolic ſimplicity and con- 
fidence of ſpeech? Are they not rather the 
faint and dying ſtruggles of perſons who may be 


. ſuppoſed to write, merely that their filence may 


not be conſtrued into a defeat; who endeavour 
to ſtifle and miſlead, becauſe | they are fully - 
| ſenſible _ 


3) 


' ſenſible that their cauſe will not bear a direct 
examination ? I ſhould indeed be aſtoniſhed at the 
impolicy of laying ſuch futile performances before 
the public, as they are every day growing more, 

_ attentive and more enlightened on theſe ſubjects ?, 
did I not recollect the adage, * Quos Jupiter vult 
perdere, prius dementat'. The caſe is the ſane 
in England as in Italy. Where will you find a , 
number of Romiſn clergy controverting the de- 
crees of the council of 'I rent, tranſubſtantiation, 
image worſhip, any one of the ſeven ſacraments, 3 
purgatory, eccleſiaſtical tradition articles of the + 
creed of Pius iv? Theſe are doctrines of which: 2 
our profeſſor, did he ever make a poſitive decla- 
ration, would declare, I doubt not, that every '0 
clergyman of the leaſt knowledge or judgment in 
the catholic communion, muſt know them to be 
repugnant to the ſacred word of God. 1 

But theſe hard ſayings call upon every individual to i 
ſpeak for himſelf. Let every individual ſpeak for him- ] 
ſelf; and let thoſe who admire the creed believe it: 
but why ſhould it be neceſſary for every one who 
does not hold it in ſuch extreme admiration, yet 
wiſhes to worſhip or officiate in the church of 
| Chriſt, (as I ſuppoſe the church of England is an- | 
'Þ* xiovs to entitle herſelf) be forced to hear, repeat, is 
oer ſubſcribe it? It certainly is no part of ſcrip- q 
| ture: and the bible is the religion of proteſtants. | 
\ Theſe hard ſayings call upon every individual to ſpeak 
for himſelf : For my own part I fully believe—W hat | 
would you expect? Surely in this oohnection, that 1 
the profeſſor was going to make a ſolemn aſſeve- in 
ration that he fully believed the athanaſian creed 
not to be repugnant to the word of God. No 
fuch thing! I fully believe that thoſe of the ſacred 
order who have fayoured this creed, have been as | 
learned, enlightened, candid and judicious, as thile || 
&4: who 5 
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= 1 
; 1 who babe oppoſed it. But if they favoured, did 


=. they believe it? They may have been learned, en- 
= lightened, candid, and judicious ; but have they 
= been honeſt? Were they neyer afraid of injuring 
their temporal proſpects by declaring againſt un- 
= warrantabic impoſitions? Did they never yield to 
the tide of opinion, and the times they lived in? 
Did they never dread the name of innovation, 
and wiſh not to ſtir foundations? Have all the ac- 
quieſcing clergy made ſcriptural enquiries their 
chief employment? They may have been excel- 
lent claſſical ſcholars, antiquarians, mathemati- 
cians, experimental philoſophers—rnay have been 
ſkilled in the writings of the fathers ante-nicene 
and poſt-nicene—may have been perfect in every 
thing relative to eccleſiaſtical revenue but have 
they underſtood the ſcriptures, and the grounds 
of the proteſtant ſeparation from the church of 
Rome? If not, whatever their learning, illumina- 
tion, candor, judgment, and number, their ap- 
probation of the confeſſion does it no more credit, 
than the ſenſeleſs repetition of it by the Swediſh 
children, who are all o4/:ged to get it by heart. Be- 
ſides, it is of late only that the doctrine of the di- 
vine unity, in oppoſition to that of a trinity, 
has Been ſo ably confirmed. The queſtion there- 
fore of the admiſſibility of the athanaſian creed 
has never been ſo fully underſtood as at preſent. 
And it behoves us to enquire whether an equal 
ſhare of learning and judgment would at this time 
be found on both ſides. As to numbers, we cer- 
tainly muſt yield, ſo long as the creed is ſupported 
by the convincing arguments of temporal power, 

; and dignity, and emolument. 55 | 
Having written this, I thought . I had been 
agreeably anticipated by my author when I began 
b | | 0 
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to read his next paragraph. As to the aſſertion of 
its being known to be repugnant to the word of Gd, 
the only pertinent queſtion is, whether thoſe know it 
to be ſo who—what can you imagine? Are com 

tent judges, by having ſtudied the ſcripture 
No ſuch thing give a full aſſent to the articles 
, the church of England. So then | the method 
of learning whether any thing be repugnant to the 
word of God, is by applying, not to that word 
itſelf, or thoſe who are converſant in it; but to 
thoſe who give a full aſſent to the articles of the 
church of England. If they do not know, it 
matters not who does. + They are a deſcription of 
_ perſons undoubtedly filled with all knowledge. For 
every one who is infected with arianiſm, ſocini- 
aniſm, arminianiſm, or uſes his common reaſon 
on religious ſubjects is excluded; and there re- 
mains only that body who explain holy writ with 
ſuch ſingular preciſion—the methodiſts. I beg par- 
don for haying almoſt forgotten in my calculation 
a large corps with which the church has been 
lately recruited from the army, and the navy; ſe- 
veral who have been educated for the miniſtry, in 
the office of an attorney, the counting houſe of a 
merchant, or the ſhop of a tradeſman; the 
hewers of wood and drawers of water, or, in 
other words, the labouring part of the parochial 

clergy, in the northern and welſh counties. This re- 
ſpectable phalanx moſt aſſuredly gives the fulleſt 
poſſible aſſent to the articles. And it would no 
doubt be impertinent to urge that any thing is re- 
pugnant to the word of God, except the merho- 
diſts, and theſe gentlemen, know it to be ſo. 

The profeſſor himſelf declares publicly that he [the 
enlightened Norriſian] does not know the athanaſian 
creed to be repugnant to the new Teſtament. Not- 
. withſtanding this argument ad verecundiam, I muſt 
take the liberty to reply, that I can eaſily believe 
* a him 


F jos) 

him. A man who has bewildered himſelf with 
articles, and creeds, and ſophiſtry; who employs 
huis precious time in — the general camp, 


eieers and all,“ to the faith of biſhop Pearfon,f 
eeldom knows much about the genuine ſcripture. F 
Tou will obſerve with what caution he expreſſes 
1 himſelf, He is far from aſſerting poſitively, that 
he knows the athanaſian confeſſion to be not re- 
pugnant to the new Teſtament.” His knowlege 
in theſe matters is negative. He muſt, I conceive, 
unlearn a good deal before he can know any thing. 
There is no doubt but that many of our diſſenting 
brethren, men learned and eftimable, think it ſo: 
but that is not to the purpoſe. What a ly inſinu- 
ation! © All men who do not give their full aſſent 
to the articles of the church of England, who po 
know the athanaſian creed to be repugnant to 
the new Teſtament, are diſſenters. Let them ſe- 
parate : let them have worſhip and confeſſions. 
upon a truly chriftian model. We will know no- 
thing of the matter, and keep our emoluments.” 
This appears to be a key to what follows : Acreed 
is only a compilation of doftrines ſuppoſed to be al- 
ready proved: it is uſed in any religious aſſembly for 
| £2 un 
* Othello. A. in. S. 8. 


If I have not been miſinformed, the pupils who attend 

the profeſſor's lecture are obliged by Mr. Norris's will, "to. 

come provided with © An expoſition of the creed”, by biſhop 

Pearſon : of whom Dr. Hey ſays by way of compliment 

(note, p. 9.) that He /zems to ſtate and to explain, and to 
lay down things unintelligible, as if he underſtood them'. 


t Thoſe who are profoundly read in theological contro- 
verſy before they enter on the critical examination of the di. 
vine oracles, if they have the diſcernment to diſcover the 
right path, which their former fludies have done much to 

revent, and if they have the fortitude to perſevere in keep- 
ing that path, will quickly be ſenſible that they have more to. 
E has to learn; and that the acquiſition of truth is not 
near ſo difficult a taſk, as to attain a ſuperiority over rooted 


pref. p. xvii. 


errors and old prejudices.” Campbell on the four Goſpels. | 


of 


1 


the ſake of order and unity, and as à help to deuge 
tion. He who has doubts relative to the doctrines 
contained in it, has in reality no concern with mt 
conſidered as a part of a liturgy. 1.e. * Trouble: 
us not with your impertinence about the trutb kl 
our doctrines: we are no ſuch fooliſh Bereans“ 
We take every thing for granted, and ſuppoſe it 
proved; and if you entertain any doubts, you 
have no concern with 1t, either to repeat or ſub- 
ſcribe it.“ And this is the language of a prote- 
ſtant; a member of that body which ſeparated 
from the church of Rome, becauſe her doctrines 
did not, in their private judgment, agree with the 
ſcriptures ! This 1s. the unity and devotion which 
creeds, impoſed by human authority, introduce 
and promote ! | | 
Two creeds may differ widely in point of doc- 
trine, and yet both be compeſitions perfect in their 
kind. That is, two creeds may contradi& 
each other, and yet be true.“ This ſentence 
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could 
* This obſervation goes upon the idea that the perfection 
of a creed is truth. Dr. Hey (though he ſays that the creed 


0 which is /criptural is perfect, p. 13) may ſuppoſe that it is a 
| conſiſtency with the articles. Thus the unitarian creed 
ME may be perfect in truth; the athanaſian in falſhood and ab- 
= ſurdity. The church of England acknowledges three creeds, 
all no doubt, perfe# in their kind; but differing widely in 
point of doctrine. The firſt, called the Apoſtle's creed is 
unitarian ; for in it God the Father Almighty is ſpoken of as 
quite diſtin& from Jeſus Chri/? our Lord. In the ſecond, 
called the Nicene creed, compoſed A. D, 325, Chriſt is called 
God of God, and Light of Light; the meaning of which 1s, 
that Chriſt, though truly God, is not God of himſelf, (av- 
To9Jzo;) which the Father alone was then called; but that he 
derived his divinity from the Father, and therefore was ſub... 
ordinate to him. But in the third, or athanafian creed, 
(compoſed nobody can tell ae, or by whom, but certainly 
after the time of Athanaſius who did not believe any ſuch _ 
thing) all idea of /ubordination is intirely taken away; and 
of all the three perſons it is declared, that aone of them is 
greater or leſs than the other, none of them afore or after the  \ 
other.” Prieſtley Familiar Letters, Pt. v. p. 14. Seealſg - j | 
H. Taylor on Creeds, p. 1—8. | 1 


Fee ) 


could be written by no one but a genuine diſciple 
of him who maintained that the ſame being was 
at once perfect God and perfect man. If indeed 
erteds 22 differ, yet ſtill there muſt be an uni- 
rmity of opinion in thoſe who admit them. 
Ihe doctor proceeds, I do not therefore mean in 
F what I would offer to enter into any proof of the 
doctrines flated in the atbanaſian creed: for ſuch 
Proof, other opportunities are required. Surely a 
few brief heads of demonſtration might have 
been offered here; and not confined to thoſe happy 
few who © unite patiently in attending to what our 
lecturer has to offer in ſupport of religion, and 
the peculiar tenets of our eſtabliſhment.” And 
this would have been the caſe, if the profeſſor's 
beſt argument had not been, Ye muſt /uppoſe it 
proved: as we may aſſuredly collect from the 
feeble attempt of the late vindicator of the doctrines 
and liturgy. But what follows 1s truly ridiculous. 


Suppoſing the doctrines incapable of proof i. e. falſe] 


it would be vain to ſet aſide the creed on their ac- 
count, unleſs we could ſet afide our articles alſo. * 
Right! They who ſubſcribe the articles may ſub- 
ſcribe any thing. My purpoſe only is, to offer a 
few conſiderations tending to ſhew, that a perſon who 
attends the public offices of religion, as a member of 
X . | the p 


»The church of England herſelf, when in the modeſty 
of her youth, aſſerted, Art. viii, that the three creeds ought 
to be received, becauſe they might be proved by the moſt 
certain warrants of holy ſcripture, But now ſhe is came to 
years of diſcretion, can go without leading ſtrings, and has 
gotten her fortune ſecured to her; Dr. Hey, with all the 
ardor and complaiſance of an humble ſuitor, who lowes her 
for h:r/elf alone, tells her, © | beg, madam, you will not 
think of ſending me to the ſcriptures, I would retain the 
three creeds, even if incapable of the proof you mention, 
merely becauſe they appear to contain you ſentiments.“ 


My "" 
the church of England, or who is ready to ſub. 


ſeribe to the articles of that church, need not ſcru- 


ple the uſe of the athanafian creed. An unin- 
formed reader may be miſled b). 


the articles, liturgy, and creeds of the church 


of England, all contain the ſame doctrine; which 
is by no means the caſe. T But ſuppoſe it were 


ſhall miniſters of the goſpel acquieſce in the idea 


laity be for ever peſtered in public worſhip with 
the repetition of what they ridicule or abhor ? Dr. 
Hey has betrayed a great defect of principle by 
granting that he would affent to the continu- 
ance of the athanaſian creed a moment longer 
than its doctrines were, in his opinion, capable of 
_ He ought to have ſaid, We ſhall be 


appy by barrows full, and ſhovels full, to remove 
this fabric of error. Let us in the firſt place get 


rid of the obnoxious creed, in hopes that time 
may enable us to aboliſh ſubſcription to the ar- 
ticles alſo.” This would have been the language 


of an honeſt man, who at any time felt a back- 


wardneſs to enter into a defence of the creed ; 
or could not bring himſelf to declare poſitively that 
he knew it to be not repugnant to the new Tei- 
tament. | 


Thus 


* This ſhews at once what is meant by the ſubſc ription, | 


at the time of taking the degree of B. A. that you are bond 
fide a member of the church of England. You aſſent, bond 
fide, to the athanaſian creed, among other precious morceauæ. 
There may perhaps be no unpoſition 7n his, | 


1 See Ben Mordecat's Apology, 8vo. vol. ii. p. 1013. 
Robertſon's Attempt to explain the words, Reaſon, &c,— 
The doctrines of a trinity, and the incarnation of God 
explained upon the principles of reaſon and common ſenſe. 


7 ſuppoſing that 


that theſe corruptions and falſe doctrines muſt = 1 
ſupport each other to the end of time? Muſt the 
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Thus far then our Eee has advanced in 


the hopeful taſk of obviating the cenſure thrown 


upon the church. He has maintained that we are 


not impoſed upon with reſpect to the author of 
> the creed, (though he will not affirm it to be the 


0 mpoſition of Athanaſius) becaule a declaration 
hat it is his production is not impoſed on, or re- 


* Wire of us. adly. Its known repugnance to 
the word of God is impertinently urged, till they 


who give their full aſſent to doctrines ſuppoſed to 
be the ſame, know it to be falſe: i. e. till they 
who believe it to be true, or know nothing about 
the matter, know it to be falſe. 3dly. Suppoſing 
it incapable of proof, our rejection of it would 
ſignify nothing, except we could reject the 39 ar- 
ticles. And it would be no riddance to the laityy 
or even the clergy to have it expunged from its 
place in our liturgy. 

We are in the next place informed that bis 
compoſition may be conjidered as conſiſting of decla- 
rations of two ſorts ;—declarations of doctrines, 
and declarations of evil, in caſe ſome particular 
dofirines are not received. It is a fundamental miſ 
take to ſuppoſe that this creed undertakes to explain 
theſe myſterious doctrines: to me it ſeems to explain 
nothing: to attempt to explain nothing. It might 
perhaps withyut much impropriety be ſaid to ſtate 


the doctrines; though that could ſcarcely be ſaid with 
the utmoſt ſtridtneſo. What it does in ſtrifineſs, is 
this; it rejects particular errors actually prevailing 


at the time when it was written—errors inconſiſtent 
with the catholic faith; that faith which was 
then generally profeſſed by the main body of chri- 


ſtians. How innocent would it be, did it attempt 


to explain nothing ! Surely it attempts. to explain 
the catholic faith, in the manner it is to be received 


by all men, on pain of eternal dampation. The 
| doctrines ' 


doctrines indeed compoſing this catholic faith, it 
does not attempt to ſubmit to carnal reaſon. It 
has the impudence to aſſert that they muſt be 
taken on the authority of their propoſer. And if 

it reje& errors, it muſt ſurely explain what thoſe 


of it to decide upon error? He might declare lt 
what was inconſiſtent with the general belief of 


errors are. But what authority had the carl 


chriſtians in his time, in the way of hiſtorical teſ- 
timony ; but what right had he, living certainly 
after the fourth century, to pronounce what ſhould 
be thought erroneous, by either his contempora- 
ries or poſterity, on pain of everlaſting perdition ? 
Why muſt we curſe thole whom God hath not 

curſed ? | 
When the creed ſpeaks moſt affirmatively and 
particularly, 1 apprebend its true intent and 
meaning to be the complete and effettual negation, 
or removal, of error, or keeping the catholic faith 
hole and undefiled. The moſt obvious mode of 
keeping the catholic faith whole and undefiled, 
would be, one might imagine, to affirm what it 
was, and deny what it was not. And ſo I dare 
ſay many thought the authors of this creed imagi- 
ned, “ till our great myſtagogue declared the con- 
trary. But to collect a number of affirmative 
propoſitions, and impoſe them upon the whole 
chriſtian world, as the indiſpenſable condition of 
ſalvation, with no other view than to deny the 
temporary errors of a few miſtaken individuals, 
was 


* © The Father is almighty, the ſon almighty, and the 
holy ghoſt almighty.” This appears an afirmation that 
there are three almighties—“ Yet there are not three al- 
mighties, but one almighty.* This appears a zegation of 
there being more than one. Dr. Hey's diſcovery ſeems to 
be, that by the former poſition we only mean to aſſert, that 
we do net believe Father, fon, and holy ghoſt to be nor 


9 


. nay, nay; can think it no honour to the church to 
= retain this ambidextrous buſineſs; and ſhould be 


( 18 ) 


was worthy the ſagacity of Vigilius, the integrity 
of Ignatius Loyola, the charity of the churcls 
of Rome, and the remarkable magenric of Dr. 
. We however who know nothing of ſuch 
: refinements, and would readily conſign theſe errors 
) oblivion ; who wiſh our yea to be yea, and our 


happy to affirm what the ſcriptures teach us, with- 
out being ſuppoſed all the while denying the 
fooliſh conceits of individuals, in affirmations no 
leſs abſurd. 

It does 11 60 ſeem to uſe one illuſtration; * as 
be reaſonable ſoul and fleſh is one man, f God 
and man is ene Chriſt, But this can ſcarcely 
be called explaining; [I readily agree with the 
doctor, that this illuſtration is no illuſtration] it 
is merely obſerving that as we commonly believe the 
connexion between body and ſoul, which is allowed to 
be inexplicable, we cannot be juſtified in refuſing ta 
admit the connexion of the divine and human natures 
in Chriſt, merely becauſe that connexion cannot be 
explained. Thus the reception of one abſurdity, 
and popular error, into our common belief makes 
way for an argument ad hominem to introduce 4 
thouſand. They who ſubſcribe the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles, may as well ſubſcribe the athanaſian creed. 
T hey who admit the two conſtituent parts of man, 
may as well admit the connexion of the divine 
and human natures in Chriſt. They who aſſent to 
this connexion, may as well aſſent to the change 
of the bread and wine in the lord's ſupper into 
the body and blood of God. Tell ſome men a 
propoſition is unintelligible, and they will receive 
it, merely becauſe they ſoppoſe there are myſteries 

in religion. 
What the particular errors are, relative to the 
dotrines of * trinity and the ii carnation of the 


fon 


tr) 
Jen of God, which, according to the profeſſor, the 
creed rejects, I ſhall not trouble myſelf to con- 
ſider; but leave them to be diſcuſſed in thoſe 
academical lectures, which exerciſe the patience 
of his hearers, and give himſelf no common ſa- = 
tisfaction. To his queſtion however, I hat ie. 
more reaſonable than that theſe ſeveral errors ſhould 
be publickly renounced by theſe who look upon them | 
as defiling the catholic faith, I ſhall reply by aſk- 
ing, What can be more ridiculous than (ſuppo- 
ſing the creed to be true) to trouble the body of 
chriſtians of theſe times to renounce errors of 
which they cannot poſſibly have an idea; and 
concerning which the doctor himſelf allows that 
We, meaning the learned, may not now perhaps 
be able to ſee them all preciſely ? What can be far- 
ther from the principle of proteſtants, than to re- 
quire of us, as we hope 2 ſalvation, and on no 
better authority than the church of Rome, to pro- 
nounce them errors? | 
Let us now. turn our attention to the declarations 
of evil; or, as they are ſometimes called, the con- 
demning clauſes. Theſe are of two ſorts; ſome 
denounce evil againſt thoſe who rge chriſtianity ; 
others againſt thoſe who rejeft the particular doc- 
trines of the creed. With regard to the former, 
I muſt obſerve that they ate levelled againſt thoſe 
who reject, not chriftianity, or the fcriptures ; 
but the Catholic faith as defined by this creed; 
which is a very different thing. It is neceſſary 
that he hold the catholic faith; and the catholic 
faith 7s tbis. Of theſe clauſes the doctor aſks, 
| What do they more than the words of the text, 
| © He that believeth not ſhall be damned?” The 
1 words ef the text, on the authority of Chriſt, 
denounce againſt thoſe who will not believe Jeſus 
to be the meſſiah, thoſe woes which the creed, 
* 3 : (without 
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(without : any authority but the church of Rome) 


denounces againſt thoſe who reject the e 


of Vigilius of; Tapſus. 


But ſome man may ſay—* this does. not remove 


. I my difficulties ; The text itſelf ts difficult. Be -4 


„s, yer the creed which is ſcriptural is perfet. A 


WE modeſt aſſumption truly! The creed is ſcriptural. 


Before we can aſſent to this, we muſt be Melee 
with a ſight of the profeſſor's gſoteric lectures: 

of the large collection of materials, which — 
originally intended for an expoſition of the atha- 


naſian creed, by that ſagacious, clear headed, 


and, with eien to Dr. "Lardner, liberal mar- 
gin-monger, Dr. Knowles, prebendary of Ely.* 

Let us put ourſelves in the place of thoſe to whom 
the text was firſt addreſſed. Chriſt had given all his 
proofs of his divine miffion ; and, now about to aſcend 


10 his heavenly Father, be charges bis diſciples to 


preach the goſpel to all nations; and adds, that con- 
verts to it ſhould be ſaved; but thoſe who refuſed to be 


converted ſhould be condemned. In ſuch a fate 


of things there could be no proof given; becauſe 
there could be no doubt of the truth of the religion 
to be preached." And therefore the primitive 
meaning of the text muſt be this: © If a propoſal 
really comes from heaven, theſe who receive it 
will find benefit; thoſe who rejert it muſt ſuffer ' 
at leaſt the loſs of that benefit, and probably po- 


_ fitive puniſhment. To whom could there be no 


proof given? Who were they that could not doubt 


of the truth of the religion to be preached? Thoſe 


only who had all along ſeen Chriſt's miracles, and 
were at that inſtant eye witneſſes of his reſurrecton. 
The preachers of the goſpel, before they claimed 


aſſent from others, were o mmiſioned to work 


miracles 


Primitive Chriſtianity, pref. p. vili. 


„ 

miracles ſimilar to what they had ſeen; and give 
proof, becauſe otherwiſe there wwou!d have been 
reaſon to doubt of the religion they were propa- - 
oating. If a propoſal really comes from heaven— 
But how are we to know whether it does come 
from heaven, except by the force of that evidence, 
which in the caſe of the genuine goſpel God has 
plentifully conceded to us? Let us Tee whither 
this reaſoning of the doctor will carry us. 

Now ſuppoſe after Chriſt's aſcenſion into heaven, an 
apoſtle without miracles] 0 preach the goſpel to an 
heathen, and to tell bim what our Lord had d:clared, 
repeating the menace, © He that believeth not, 
ſhall be damned” the heathen muſt fee that before 
it be of any force, the chriſtian religion muſt be ſup- 
poſed to be true. i.e. The heathen muſt ſuppoſe 
this apoſtle, who was an apoſtle without creden- 
tials, to be no liar. They ſeem to have managed 
theſe things better in primitive times! So may we, 
it we pleaſe, ſuppoſe the catholic faith according, 
to the creed of Athanaſius, or pope Pius, to be 
true. The threat of a falſe prophet muſt be perfectiy 
Vain and inſignificant. Pere ogain therefore the 
meaning only is, and only can be this; that a meſſage 
er propoſal really ſent from heaven, will be beneficial 


to thoſe who receive it, and will occaſion evil to thoſe 


who-rejef it. Wonderful diſcovery ! 

Let us now take the ſecond ſort of tondemning clauſes, 
thoſe which denounce evil on all who reject the parti- 
cular doctrines of the creed. The caſe here ſeems pre- 

ciſely the ſame as before; as the apoſtle warns the hea- 
then, ſo the orthodox preacher warns the heretic. What 
a fad condition muſt chriſtianity have been in, if 
the apoſtles had given no better proofs or arguments 
to procure attention, than ſuch orthodox preach- 
ers as Dr. Hey, Mr, Coulthurſt, the whole body 

of Bamptonian and lady Moyer's le&urers, lord 

. | ä mayor's 
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mayor's chaplains, &c. &c. in favour of their 
peculiar tenets? But all who preach not the truth 
muſt warn and threaten in vain: therefore no threat- 
ening clauſe can have weight, or meaning, but an 
ſuppoſition of its enforcing true doctrines. Has not 
the preacher learned that the proteſtant church of 
England claims authority in controverſies of faith ? 
therefore as ſhe has received both the creed and 
the clauſes, is it not heretical to inſinuate a doubt 
concerning the truth of the doctrine, and the va- 
| lidity of the clauſes? If there be the leaſt ſhadow 
of a doubt, why are they read in public worſhip, 
and fubſcribed? It is enough that the church 
has pronounced them true—that church, which 
declares that beſides holy writ ſhe ought not to 
enforce any thing to be believed for neceſſity of 
falvation ?* Nothing is more clear than that we ſhall 
not be puniſhed for rej ecting falſhood : and yet, clear 
as this is, it is all that is wanting to make us eaſy 
about all condemning clauſes whatever. Excellent 
avowal! A word to the wiſe ! Why can you not un- 
derſtand us? you know very well that the athana- 
ſian creed is alla jeſt. You do not ſuppoſe that either 
it or the damnatory clauſes have a word of truth + 
in them. Why can you not make yourſelf eaſy, 
and repeat this jargon in the worſhip of the Al- 
mighty, or ſet your hand to it for a lucrative con- 
eration, with only this ſimple reſervation, that 
notwithſtanding theſe damnatory clauſes, nothing is 
more clear than that we ſhall not be puniſhed for 
_ rejefting the creed which we know to be a falſe- 
bod! Nothing more is required to make us eaſy 
about ſubſcription to any condemning clauſes, and. 
add, any doctrines, whatever. The encourage- 
ment given to ſuch a lecturer, is in it/elf highly 
intereſting to thoſe who wiſh. your univerſity con- 
verted into a quondam St. Omer's; and muſt 
| EEE be _ raiſe 
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raiſe hopes of a very pleaſing kind 1n every man who 
is defirous of deſtroyingall honeſt principle through- 
out the nation. DER? bs 

But it may be urged, * If this reaſoning makes 
condemning clauſes barmleſs, does it not at the ſame 
time prove them to be uſeleſs? It ſhould ſeem ſo. 
But our Norriſtan tells us; I apprehend not. 
When a ſyſtem of true doctrines is propoſed, there 
are many things which may hinder it from being 
accepted. Nothing can be more reaſonable on 
propoſing a ſet of duttrines than à warning to this 
effet ; © Take good care how you refuſe, or through 
*paffion or intereſt negleft, what may be divine 
truth] be aſſured that whatever really is ſo, will 
© be accompanied with important bleſſings, and the 
« refuſal of it with important evils !'- Hocus pocus 
with a witneſs! We are to be left in the dark 
whether theſe doctrines be true; and are only to 
be terrified with the apprehenſion that they may be 
divine truth : and therefore had better be accepted. 
© Condemaing clauſes are harmleſs, if the doctrines 
they are ſubjoined to be not true, but uſeful if 
they be; and therefore are, in either caſe, to be 
retained. If there be no ſuch things as ghoſts, - 
they can do you no miſchief; but we would not 
adviſe you to walk near a church yard after ſun 
fet. If you ſhould ſee your grandmother riſe in - 
her ſhroud . How long will the clergy hold 

out theſe hobgoblins, to awe ib' unlettered vulgar ? 
A clergyman of my acquaintance was ſoliciting 
one of his pariſhioners to vote at the laſt general 
election, in favour of a ſupporter of the church. 
The countryman continued for ſome time obdu- 


rate, till at laſt his paſtor told him; © You * 


growing old, and muſt expect to be ſoon confined 
do a bed of ſickneſs. If you will not oblige me 

in one inſtance, I ſhall refuſe my ſervices in 
2 35 | B 3 | «© another 
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another, and if you ſhould go out of the world 
* without my attending upon you. Honeſt 
John ſcratched his head, and reaſoned with him- 
ſelf, © My parſon's prayers and abſolution may be 
WW © neceflary; whatever he ſays may de divine truth: 
= © and if I can purchaſe heaven by it I ſhall be no 
© loſer if I give him my vote.“ Here we: ſee the 
utility of viſiting the fick, of the doctrine of 
ghoſts, and of damnatory clauſes to the SACRED. 
ORDER. | ND NE 
Perhaps it may be ſaid, that if denunciations of 
the kind we ſpeak 4 are neceſſary, they ſhould at” 
leaft be made perfectly clear, by having their limi- 
tations expreſſed, One would: think ſo! It ap- 
pears likewiſe to have been the opinion of the 
writer of the creed: who with a view, we ſhould. 
ſuppoſe, of making matters clear, and expreſſin 
limitations, tells us, Whoſoever will be ſaved, 
muſt hold the catholic faith, which catholic faith 
is his muſt thus think of the trinity the right 
faith is—ibis is the catholic faith.“ Surely all 
theſe clauſes are inſerted to limit and expreſs 
clearly what was to be believed. Dr. Hey how-. 
ever judges, that this expreſſion of limitations 
wouid be unnatural, needleſs, and in ſome reſpetts . 
burtful. Unnatural, becauſe every man is fully per- 
ſuaded of the truth of his own ſyſtem; and deeply 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of its importance; and it 
would be very ingſeme to him while be is warmed 
in explaining and defending it, to ſuppoſe the poſhi- 
. bility of its falſhoed. I allow it to be perfectly 
unnatural, nay I will ſay, abſurd, to tie any man 
down by limited expreſſions in creeds and articles : 
nay, by any creeds and articles at all; which 
being drawn up in words, muſt have ſome definite 
and limited meaning. Every man certainly has 
a ſyſtem of his own; and is fully perſuaded. of 4 
tral 
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vate conſcience of the individual. Beſides, we 
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truth of it. And this is ſufficient ; ſince religion 
is a matter between the Almighty, and the pri- 


ſee how irk/ome it is to an orthodox divine, when 
he is warm in defending (what is very apt to put 
him into a heat) the doctrine of the trinity, to 
be told, that according to ſcripture and common 
reaſon, there is not a word of truth in all he 
has been preaching we ſee how very unmannerly 
it is, and how very likely to make a gentleman 
chafe, if an arminian clergyman of the church of 
England be interrupted, juſt to remind him of 
the — of the 39 Articles. All this ſnews 
how perfectly unnatural it is to have damnatory 
clauſes with limitations clearly expreſſed. 
Limitations are likewiſe, the profeſſor obſerves, 
needleſs,becauſe nothing can be more obvious, than that 
uo man will be puniſbed for * what is not true. 
Jet I cannot help recollecting that in the preced- 
ing page, Dr. Hey was of opinion, that condemning 
clauſes are uſeful, though he now thinks it need- 
leſs to have them made clear, by defining their 
limitations. Their ambiguity is more favourable 
than their rejection, to the clergy ; as they may 
then have 1t entirely in their power to damn or 
ſave, as occaſion offers. This indeed is oppoſite ' 
to the wiſhes of the cqmmon lawyers, who, 
with judge Blackſtone, think that bereſy ert to 
be more ſtriftly defined *. | ; 
Again; the profeſſor imagines limitations to be 
hurtful, becauſe to deliver à moral or pious exhorta- 
tion with doubts, diſtinctions, and heſitations, would - 
be to damp its ardor, and to weaken its efficacy. But 
what has a inoral or pious exhortation to do with 


B 4 points 


* 1 B. iv. ch. 4. See excellent obſerva- 


tions on this poſition in H. Taylor s Farther thoughts on 
the rand apoſtacy. p. 39. 


"> 


" 
ll 


©, points of faith and ſpeculation, of which the atha- 


are perſuaded that limitations with reſpect to 


ardor and weaken the efficacy of their harangues; 


N 


naſian creed conſiſts, and to which the denunciations 
in queſtion refer? The methodiſts, who give a full 
aſſent to the articles of the church of England, 


damnatory clauſes are hurtful; that they damp the 


— 


and would perſuade their hearers that they are all 
in a ſtate of perdition. Limitations are hurtful to 
that very deſcription of men to whom the clauſes 
themſelves are of uſe. | 
Here again we come to a reſting place. The 
creed, according to our preacher, attempts to 
explain nothing; but rejects certain errors with 
reſpe& to the catholic faith; (which he would 
put as ſynonymous to chriſtianity ;) and when it 
appears to affirm, means only to deny— With re- 
ſpect to the damnatory clauſes ; except thoſe who 
uſe them preach the truth, they have no weight; 
but for fear the preachers ſhould be true apoſtles, 
it is uſeful to retain them And if it be preſumed 
that ſuch denunciations ought to be made per- 
fectly clear, by having their limitations expreſſed, 
the profeſſor aſſures us that this procedure would 
be unnatural, needleſs, and hurtful. Thus the 
clergy wiſh to reduce mankind to that ſtate of 
uncertainty and diſtreſs with regard to another 
world, in which ſatan is deſcribed, when he was 
wandering and plunging through the realm of 
chaos. | | | 
As what I have offered, ſays the profeſſor, re- 
moves every conſiderable difficulty reſpecting the atha- 
naſian creed from my own mind, I might truſt to its 


affecting others in like manner; yet a few additional 


obJervations may poſſibly have their uſe. 1. Uneaſi- 
neſs ſeems ſometimes to ariſe particularly from thoſe 
doctrines being ſtrongly impreſſed which are myſterious 
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or incomprehenſible. But it ſhould be_ob/erved + | 
that a propoſition may be intelligible, taken in a ne- 


gative ſenſe as rejefting an error, though in its affirm- 


ative ſenſe it may contain a doctrine which is above 


human comprehenſion, You certainly muſt give 


that perſon uneaſineſs whom you forcibly urge to 


impoſſibilities. Were you to whip a ſlave, to 


make him move a weight above his ſtrength, you 


would act juſt ay wiſely and humanely, as you do 
in preſſing a man, on pain of damnation, to believe 
a propoſition which he cannot comprehend. That 


a propoſition may be intelligible, taken in a nega- 
tive ſenſe, as rejecting an error, though in its 


affirmatiye ſenſe it may contain a doctrine which 


is above human comprehenſion, the preacher at- 


tempts to illuſtrate by two inſtances, one from 


revealed, the other from natural religion. We 


will firſt conſider the latter. F I ſay aſſirmatively, 
* God exiſts from eternity, I am loſt in thought ;— 


but if I ſpeak only as denying that any time can be- 


mentioned when there was no God, 1 ſeem to have 


a diſtin conception. Whether we attempt to con- 


ceive this propoſition affirmatively or negatively, 
it is certainly true, becauſe the denial of it involves 


- 


an abſurdity ; the denial of the exiſtence of a firſt. 


cauſe. Let us now conſider the other inſtance, 
from revealed religion; and ſee if they be in any 


degree ſimilar. When I uſe the words God of 
God, as affirming the eternal generation of the ſon 


of God *, the thing is what I cannot comprehend ; 
4 Ame bus 


The phraſe God of God does not affirm any thing about 
the eternal generation of the ſon. He might be God born of 
God, if begotten only before all worlds, or at any other time. 
Nor was the abſurd idea of an eternal generation adopted 


till after Chriſt had been decided to be God of God at the 


council of Nice, Prieſtley's Hiſtory of Early Opinions; 
vol, ü. p. 137. 


(: 28 ) 


j Bur when I on © the ſon of God was begotten from 
' everlaſting,” meaning thereby only to deny that any 
cane can aſjign a time when the ſon of God did not 


exiſe, I ſeem to underſtand what I jay. Let the 


pPropoſition be 2 in any way the doctor pleaſes, 


It is evidently falſe, becauſe its affirmation involves 
this abſurdity, that the ſon of God exiſted from 
all eternity, as well as his Father; and that there 
are two eternal, and conſequently two independent, 
ſelf exient beings. This is confounding the per- 


ſens, or beings, with a vengeance. Not to men- 


tion the groſs contradiction ſubſiſting in the terms 


begotten from everlaſting : becauſe generation im- 


plies an act performed in time, and not before all 
time, or from all eternity ; and likewiſe the exiſt- 


ence of the begetter previous to that of the per- 


ſon begotten. Now if the dofrinal propoſitions f 


the atbanaſian creed are only % mary negations f 


error, they may be intelligible in the fame manner. 
Nothing like having two ſtrings to one's bow. 
Yer it thoſe propoſitions, comprehend, them as 
either affirmations or negations, involve ſo many 
roſs contradictions, what will the orthodox gain 
- our underſtanding them? It ſhould alſo be re- 
membered on this head, for the comfort of the feeble. 
minded, that the aſſent given to incomprebenſible 


| deftrines, amidſt the diſcordant arguments of con- 


tending ſets, muſt needs be of a much fainter kind, 
than what we give when we have clear and diſtin 


ideas. Aſſuredly! and when a doctrine is per - 


fectly Wenne, or a myſtery, the aſſent 
becomes perfectly evaneſcent; that is, we do not 
believe a ſyllable about it. If the feeble- minded 
were to know that men who enjoyed only common 
ſtrength of underſtanding, never think of. believing 
any thing they cannot comprehend—this might be 
a very great comfort to many. 
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2. The next paragraph contains a comment, 
full of ſimilar ambiguity, upon the words /aved,' 
and damned. They may mean ſomething - theß 


may mean nothing. Yet prudence will always 
take care to conceive too high a degree of good ant 


evil, in ſalvation and damnation, rather than one 
too low. „ . 

3. We are told that the words of the text muſt 
be made conſiſtent with other parts of ſcripture, par- 
ticularly. with thoſe which forbid us to judge. It 
would be well if the creed, to which the ſalvation . 
and damnation of the text 1s applied, had been. 
made conſiſtent with any parts of ſcripture. No 
one therefore has a right to apply the text, or the 
threatening clauſes of the creed to any particular 
caſe—No man has a right to ſay that any particular 
perſon ſtands afually condemned in the fight of 
God, merely for the fa of having rejected a par- 
ticular ſyſtem of dotirines. What? Not if they 
are ſuppoſed to be true, and from heaven? The 
creed aſſerts ; © Whoſoever will be ſaved muſt thus 
think of the trinity.“ I declare before all men 
+ that I think the doctrine of the trinity an impu- 
dent blaſphemy. Has neither the church, nor 
any miniſter, a right to ſay that I ſtand actually 
condemned in the fight of God? Wherefore then 
all this anathematizing in general terms? What 
is a general rule good for 1f we have no right to 
apply it to particular caſes ? Look theſe men in 
the face, and pin them down to an inſtance in 
point, and notwithſtanding all their previous va- 
Pouring, they turn aſide with, * Pray take care 
you be not d— d *. 


* The maſter of the houſe aſked his friend who returned 


with him from church, how he could be fo cruel as to damn 
; : 6 him 


EC 7: 

4. A moſt happy conſideration, which ſtrikes 
however at the root of all ſpiritual domination, 
and ſacerdotal importance, is now preſented to 
us: God is the only judge in the caſe of each in- 
dividual. To his own maſter” every one ſtand- 
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ttb or falletb.“ Why then are we peſtered with 
anathemas, except ſuch as are purely ſcriptural, 
annexed to the very words of ſcripture? Why 
muſt we affume the compoſition of Athanaſius, - 
or Vigilius, or any man, and enforce it as if it 
were the word of God? For wiſe purpoſes he 
[oy makes a general denunciation againſt inſide- 
ity—but not againſt infidelity with reſpe& to any 
human creed. jms $5» 
And now what is the' reſult of this reaſoning ? 
ſhall the athanafian creed be retained, or ſhall it be 
expunged from our liturgy? I beg leave to declare, 
on my own account, that I have not any objettion to 
its being retained. Whether the profeſſor has 
given any ſubſtantial reaſon why he has no ob- 
jection let any one judge. F the dofirine of the 
church of England is to be changed, this creed muſt 
undoubtedly be ſet aſide. The church of England 
maintains three inconſiſtent creeds: two of them 
therefore might be much altered before her doc- 
trine, ſuppoſing it uniform, would be changed. 
Where ſhe coincides with the ſcriptures, no 
chriſtian wiſhes her to change; and on points 
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* him merely becauſe he differed from him in opinion; and 
© how he could aſſert ſo poſitively that without doubt he 
* ſhould periſh everlaſtingly. To which his athanaſian 
© friend, after ſome heſitation and ſhuffling, being hard. 
preſſed for a reaſon, gave him this unexpected anſwer ; 
which for its unaccountable flatneſs and ſimplicity I ſhall 
remember as long as I live: That he could not ſay poſi. 
« tively that every one would be d——d who did not believe 
© that creed: we only nor $0.* H. Taylor on Creeds. 


pref. p. iii. 


* 


1 


where the ſenſe of ſcripture is doubtful, there ſhe 
has no right to decide upon its meaning, in fa- 
vour of one party, and oppoſition to another. 
No one mt” be earneſt to get rid of tbe creed, | 
if he conceived it fuch an one as was taught by 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. For what reaſon are they 

fo particularly 5 eſtrous of removing it out of the 
way, but becauſe they find it an unſurmountable ob- 
ftacle to their deſigns—of changing the philoſophy 

of Plato for the doctrines of Jeſus, and i interpreting 

to the people the genuine word of God. 

On ſome points in it our church has not now any © 
controverſy ; but we are always liable to be called 
into controverſy even on theſe. What then ? Is the 
creed to be faſtened on the whole church, becauſe 
a few learned men may be diſcuſſing Eutychian 
or Apollinarian opinions? Would any man ad- 
vance it, as authority to confute a heretic ? Does 
not unitarianiſm gain ground daily, notwithſtand- 
ing all the creeds of the clergy, and all the penal 
ſtatutes of the civil power? It thoſe who ſuffer 
fortifications to fall to ruin in time of peace tempt 
their enemies to attack them ; what do they who are 
at ſuch pains in ſupporting expenſive, unimpor- 

| . tant, and ruinous out-works, as to forget the ci 
tadel, and diſqualify themſelves from guarding it. 
With regard to retaining the condemning clauſes, 
were change perfectly eaſy, it might perhaps be re- 
commended to uſe only the words of the text, as a 
ſolemn warning, and to inſert them after the man- 
ner of a doxology, inſtead of each threatening of 
the creed. Note. As the creed is ſometimes ſung, 
and has been frequently called a pſalm, the verſe 
(Mark xvi. 16.) has been ſet to a kind of chant, 
x ey way of trial. Pretty modeſt, to add to the 
5 ſelemniꝶ of ſuch nonſenſe, by a denunciation againſt 
an evil heart of unbelief in the meſſiahſhip of 2 
us, 
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us, made in the words of our Lord] Inſtead of 


confining their changes to the damhatory clauſes, 
tet them change the body of the creed, into that 


ſimple profeſſion authoriſed by the ſcriptures, Ar 


We Jesvs 1s THE Cügisr. When the creed is chant- 
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20 damnatory clauſes in their cree 


ed ®, a very fine gfe muſt, I doubt not, be 
produced by the performance of either the text, 
or the damnatory clauſes, after the manner of a 
doxology, ___ a higher key of the organ: 
which is perfectly natural, as men generally ele- 
vate their voices when they begin to pour forth 


execrations. The whole cathedral will underſtand 


the moment in which they are called upon to ex- 
preſs their abhorrence of thoſe impious wretches, 
the arians and ſocinians; and will join with equal 
cordiality in giving glory to God, even the Fa- 
ther; and in curſing men who are made after the 
ſimilitude of God F.* As however this more ſub- 
lime devotion can be celebrated only in thoſe 


happy places, 3 


. r rife, 
And ſwell the pomp of dreadful ſacrifice; 


I would 


4 


+ The contradictory, or ſnip ſnap, clauſes furniſh a moſt 
perfect ſpecimen of antiphonal ſinging : —_ 
vat. 2H. 5 
The Father eternal, the fon eternal: and the holy ghoſt 
Rs" CNA | 
5 AN TIONIA. 
And yet they are not three eternals: but one eternal, 


+ James ITY __ When the 8 make uſe of 
„ they do not ſeem to be 


«« agitated by any more terror than is felt in the ſalutations 
«© of the Canaille, which are nearly my ee in the ſame 
* ſtyle. When we obſerve with what indifference they curſe 
% one another, one would think they lived in the primitive 
«© ages.” Taylor on Creeds, pref. p. ii. | 


n ; 


. would propoſe, for the edification of rural cons. 
cations, who can do no better To the praiſe 
and glcry of God, than by | Wh 


+ « Hymning ſuch pſatms as Sternhold forth did mete,? . 


that the metrical verſion of this famous creed, 
which has of late years been moſt fraudulently and 
facrilegiouſly omitted in, at leaſt, the ſmall edi- 
tions of our common prayer books, be immedi- 
ately reprinted, either by the ſociety at Bartlet's- 
buildings, or by the ſyndics of the univerſity 
preſs *. If it iſſue from the ſociety, it may be 
ſtitch'd with Horne's two ſermons, or the Hun- 
dred texts of that Briarcus of orthodoxy, Mr. 
Jones: if from the univerſity, it may be ſewed 
with Ormerod's Remarks on Dr. Prieſtley. 1 
have thought of another mode of circulating this 
ineſtimable treaſure among the lower orders of our 
fellow-chriſtians, by printing it ſeparately, under 
the captivating form of a ballad, with the embel- 
liſhment of an elegant vignette; a Cerberus, per- 
haps; or a head with three faces; or an equila- 
teral triangle, inſcribed in a circle. Such an in- 
nocent ſtratagem might beguile many a wander! 
ſheep into the right faith, and fave multitudes, 
without 


« It may afford a ſerious queſtion, Whether all the hor- 
«© rid imprecations and oaths, which are ſworn by our ſol- 
„ diers, and failors, and low people, be ſo offenſive to Al- 
«© mighty God, to Jeſus Chrift, and ſuperior ſpirits, as the 
«© ſolemn recitation of this idolatrous and uncharitable ſym- 
4 bol”. Harwood's Five diſſertations, p. 43. 


* The ſyndics appropriated the whole ſum of 41. 198. 
from the money intruſted to them by public munificence ad 
GRAVES librorum imprimendorum ſumptus ſublevandos, omni- 
genæque adeo eruditionis ſtudium promovendum, on a fixpenny 
pamphlet of Mr. Ormerod, tending to ſhew how the reaſon- 
able ſoul and fleſh is one man. 5 


en 


without doubt, from periſhing everlaſtingly. I am 
in raptures at the idea of hearing the ſaints of the 
village ſunday-ſchool,* with all the piety of thoſe 
dear little Swedes, contend with each other in 
bawling out, to the groanings of a ſplit baſſoon.. 


What man ſoever he be tat 
Salvation hopes to gain 
The catholic belief he muſt 
Before all things retain. 
Which faith unleſs he whole do keep, 
And undefiledly, | 
Eternally without all doubt 
He ſhall be ſure to die. 


The 


* The bleſſed effect of theſe - moſt admirable ſeminaries 
of piety and virtue, the biſhop of London tells us, has 
already he knows been experienced, in ſeveral large, popu- 
lous, provincial towns of this kingdom, by leſſening the 
number of miſcreants with which our ſtreets and” high-ways 
are filled. Charge, p. 14. As if it were poſlible, from 
the recent adoption of the plan, that many of the elewves 
ſhould have at preſent grown up to that maturity which is 
neceſſary for atrocious villany ! In my opinion however, the 
only ſeminary of piety and virtue for the lower claſs, is one 
in which they are obliged to acquire a habit of daily in- 
duſtry, frugality, temperance, &c. and are qualified for the 
ordinary concerns of life. Every thing ſhort of this, is 
mere pſalmſinging, and implicit credulity. There might 
indeed be a grand diſplay of ſpiritual machinery on the firſt 
of next April; or the 23d, St. George's day. The three 
hundred thouſand ſunday ſcholars his lordſhip mentions} | 
might be aſſembled on Runnemede, in ſight. of the caſtle, 
for a commemoration of St. Athanaſius, after che manner 
of the jubilee at Stratford upon Avon; where the creed 
might. be both ſung and ſaid; preſented in al} the forms of 
recitative, air, Chorus, like Garrick's ode; and accompa- 
nied by all the delights of an ancient eccleſiaſtical feſtival; 
Such a pageant might ſerve at once to celebrate our victory 
over the diſſenters, and be a-re/por/e to the french confede- 
ration. The two ſolemnities would characteriſe the two na- 
tions at this moment. The ſame incenſe which France has 
been offering at the ſhrine of Franklin, and American inde- 
pendence ; England was ready to offer to Johnſong and 'Tax- 
ation no tyranny !! | | 


* 
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They will all of them be furniſhed with the opeti- 
ing of Dr. Ogden's 5th Sermon on the commanaments; 
for the explanation of the expreſſion before all 


things it s neceſſary ; according to Dr. Hey's ad- 


vice, p. 16. The right rev. author of the Vin- 
dication would do well in his next obſervations on 
pfſalmody,“ to enjoin that two ſtaves of this hea- 

venly hymn be regularly ſung in every pariſh 
throughout his dioceſe; and to recommend the 


uſe of it to thoſe right rev. americans, who 


croſſed the Atlantic, for the gift of the holy 
hoſt, at the hands of the Engliſh epiſcopacy. 
Their countrymen may reliſh the creed in verſe, 
better than they did in proſe f. | 

L I But 


_ ®* « Pſatmody, the biſhop of London informs us, (charge. 
p- 21.) gave conſolation and ſupport to confeſſors and mar- 
tyrs in that glorious cauſe _ reformation} under the ſe- 
vereſt perſecutions ;* If this be the caſe perhaps the Qgicun- 
que vult may be prudently retained, that the ſinging it may 
afford ſimilar conſolation to the clefgy, who, having for a 
long time © relinquiſhed their ground, deſerted their proper 
ſtations, conſidered their preferments merely as life eſtates, 
without any regard to the perſonal ſervices, and perſonal du- 
ties with which they are charged; may ſoon expect to forfeit 
the good opinion, and with that, the ſupport, not of hea- 
ven, but of the ſtate; and have their property and revenue, 
not their ſpiritual powers, ſwept away.” Charge, p. 25. 

Sic ubi fata vocant, udis abjettus in hetbit, 
Ad vada Mæandri concinit albus olor. 
Singing appears a common reſource of the clergy in their 
Gre. See the caſe of the rev. fir Hugh Evans. Merry 
Wives of Windſor. A. iii. S. 1. 1 

FT See Mr. Lindſey's Vindicis Prieſtleianæ (p. i926, 
which, together wich his Second 4 may boaſt of bein 
2' work ſingularly curious, entertaining, and uſeful: nd 
which I hope the young men of both univerſities have done 
themſelves the honour of accepting, with the ſame candour, 
moderation; and love of truth, that it was written with, be 
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But as change is by no means eaſy, reflettions 
ſuch as the preſent might make men agree to retain 
the clauſes as they now ſtand. Moppw ) Innovation! 
The whole kingdom in an uproar! a revolution, 

fatal to the hierarchy as that in France, effected! 
TE by ſubſtituting Mark xvi. 16. for the damnatory 
clauſes in the Athanaſian creed!  _ 


What mighty conteſts riſe from trivial things.” 


But ſurely men muſt be differently conſtituted 
from what they were a few years ago. Our fathers, 
lukewarm no doubt in the cauſe of pure religion 
and virtue, without any blood-ſhed or civil com- 
motion, ſuffered themſelves to be bereft of the 
poetic verſion above alluded to: endured, in man 
pariſhes a change of all Sternhold's plain and order- 
ly enharmonics ,* for the effeminate chromatics of 


Tate 
alſo Obſervations on the Liturgy, &c. by a late under Se- 
cretary of State, quoted p. 74, of that admirable publica- 
tion, entitled, Conſiderations on the expediency of re- 
viſing the liturgy and articles.“ Dr. Hey will thank me 
for my heart-felt commendation of a brother profeſſor ; eſpe- 
cially if he recolle& an Amica Collatio which happened not in 
the moſt private manner, ſome years ago: at the cloſe of 
which our preacher had a perfect idea of the ſenſations of 
Marſyas, after his friendly conference with Apollo. 


The kings and ephori of Sparta have juſtly merited and 
obtained the Rn all poſterity, for ifluing a decres 
againſt Timotheus, and him for adding another ſtring 
to the harp. Thoſe profoun * of human nature in- 
ſtantly perceived that the laws and inſtitutions of Lycurgus 
would ſoon be rendered inefficacious, by the wanton vibra- 
tions excited in the ears of their ſober and uncorrupted youth 
by this unconſtitutional ſtring. They expreſsly ſay, He 
has given to our muſic an efeminate and artificial dreſs, in- 

ſtead of the plain and orderly one in which it has hitherto ap- 
- peared ; rendering melody infamous, by compoling in the 
chromatic, inſtead of the enharmonic. Be it therefore enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid that Timotheus be baniſhed from 

our city, that men may be warned for the future not to in- 


, 
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Tate and Brady: and actually parted with hf or- 
FICE FOR THE HEALING.* But now the church is 
in danger, it is much to be wiſhed that men- may 
agree to maintain the clauſes as they ſtand, for 
fear of conſequences. . 
The compoſition which we have been conſidering 
has undoubtedly been much admired in many parts of 


the chriſtian world. So have the Parmenides of 


Plato, the metaphyſics of Ariſtotle, the labours of 
the angelic Thomas Aquinas, the writings of biſhop 
Horſley; and even this diſcourſe of Dr. Hey has 
been indulged with the admiration of the cler at 
Stony-Stratford. Yet this is no reaſon why men 
of ſenſe ſnould not think them all Blattarum & 
tinearum epulæ. But what was the reaſon of its 
being ſo much admired ? Was it becauſe it con- 
tained the undiſputed doctrines of ſcripture, pro- 
poſed in the molt perſpicuous and preciſe terms, in- 
telligible to the meaneſt and moſt illiterate of man- 
kind; thoroughly guarded againſt all intricacies 


and miſconceptions, and applicable alike-go every 


period of the church? No fuch thing. What 


O 2 then? 


troduce any innovation into Sparta.” Burney. Hift. Muſic. 
Vi. p. 408.“ Courtenay's Philoſop. Reflections, p. 59, 
Ed. 2. How remiſs was the Engliſh government ia not 
tranſporting thoſe daring innovators, Tate and Brady! At 


this moment beware of Dr. Miller of Doncaſter ! 


This office, though omitted in our modern prayer- 
books, is ſtill a part of our liturgy, as eſtabliſhed by act of 
parliament : and, as ſuch is till ſubſcribed by the bond fide 
members of the church of England, and affented to by her 


clergy. 


. + What church is in danger? The church of Chriſt ? That 
is built on a rock, and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it, This ſurely was forgotten when the clergy ſent 
addrefles, and the archbiſhop paid his compliments in per- 
{on to the premier, to thank him for having ſupported it ſa . 
ong : as if it were now out of our ſaviour's protection, 


* 


(* * 


3 ? Firſt, 2 it rejected prevailing errors in 
4 clear and orderly way. This may a great 
commendation to a ſermon, or occafional treatiſe, 
addreſſed to thoſe who were in danger of being led 


WW away by the errors there condemned ; but can be 


in no wiſe admirable in a creed, drawn up by men 
who have no right to pronounce upon error, and 
entailed upon generations in which thoſe errors are 
forgotten. Secondly, It was drawn up in enpręeſ 
fions fo meaſured as to pleaſe the ear. This would 
be a great excellence if the ſole purpoſe to which 
it was applied had been to be chanted © 1 Then 
there would be no harm, 


© If ſenſe to ſound reſign'd the filken rein, 
And the light creed ran muſically vain.“ 


Thirdly; It was drawn up in terms fo preciſe as 
fo diſappoint all that evaſion to which hereſy has 
been too apt to have recourſe. This, I take it, is 


one of Dr Hey's. affirmative propoſitions which 
muſt be underſtood to intend a compleat and effeftual 


#egation. Whatever the doctor means, whether, 
that 


* © While the clergy * creeds which nobody examined, 
© (for the choir looked at nothing but the muſic) the ſyſtem 
* of doctrine ſtood without being held: but when enquiry 
came forward, perſecution was forced to aid: and when 

« perſecution pauſed, the miſmatched materials crumbled 
away.“ Robinſon's Hiſt. of Baptiſm, p. 571. When 
ſubſcription to the canons of the ſynod of Dort was required 
from ſchoolmaſters, and even from organiſts, one of the lat- 
ter deſcription, being applied to for his ſignature, to ſhew 
his contempt of the canons, and give proof that he ſeparated 
the conſent. of his mind from the ſound of his inftrument, 
with much nazvecte replied, that to ſet his hand to ſuch things 

was not quite in his way: hut he would do all that was; he 
would ſet them to muſic with all his heart, and play them as 


often as they Pegs, See Brandt, Hiſt, of Ref. abridged, 
U. 536. 


5%. Sen ˙²˙*⅛¹v ũ¹ͤ t et, on Res 


- - JAWE 
5 


6392 ) 


that it has never been evafively ſubſcribed by con- 


cealed heretics; or, that it has put a ſtop to 


their evaſive reaſonings concerning the doctrines 
it enjoins, the fact 1s, that it has been of no ſer- 
vice. Its enemies bave repreſent:d it as borrows- 

ing, or ſtealing, credit from the name of Athanaſius; 


not recollecting that the creeds or confeſſions of faith 
undoubtedly his never arrived to the ſame degree of 
celebrity. What could that be owing to? Not to 


its priority of date, and its nearer approach to the 


times of the apoſtles. No! it was to its very ab- 
ſurdities ; which have been continually laughed at by 
heretics, and as continually maintained by dint of 


power. Thus it has made a great noiſe in the- 


world. For my own part 1 do not ſee why it may 
not be again admired, if men learn to view it in that 
light in which it is both uſeful and intelligible. l he 
light in which it muſt be viewed, to be ſeen to 
the greateſt advantage, is the Cimmerian dark- 


neſs of the 13th century. The clergy ſeem to 


be not without hopes that they may be able to 
= Hatch a new Saturnian age of lead. 


Til that happens, it will occaſion perpetual con- 
troverſy. And while we are engaged in controverſy, 


we can admire nothing : the emotions of the heart 


will never ſpring forth freely, while the head is 
either heated with diſpute and contention, or embar- 


raſſed 


„It was a glorious acceſſion to the church of Rome; a | 


church, which ever delighted in ſpiritual myſtery and mum- 
mery, In the thirteenth century, when darkneſs univerſal 


covered both prieſt and people, the Legate of pope Gregory 
the IX th, in a public diſpute at Conſtantinople, appealed to 


this ſymbol, and pleaded the authority of Athanaſius. Cave's 
Hiſt. Lit. p. 146.“ Harwood's Five diſſertations, p. 41. 
f Cave, as quoted by Dr. Clarke, fays, that it was never 
* cited till about the year 800, above 400 years after the death 
of Athanaſius ; nor was received in the church till ſo very 


late as about the year 1000.“ Conſiderations, p. 66. 


— 
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a ( 49 ) | 
rafſed with doubt and perplexity. 1 am conceited 
enough to imagine I. could point out a more ex- 
peditious and more excellent way of putting a ſtop 
to diſpute and contention, doubt and perplexity, 
on the ſubje&, not only of the athanaſian creed, 
but of the articles alſo, than by waiting till men 
ſhall learn to admire them. F'en let them be 
inſtantly expunged out of the liturgy, or drop into 
oblivion unnoticed by any but thoſe who, inde- 
pendent of temporal conſiderations, not only have 
no objection, but requeſt to read or ſubſcribe them. 
Then we ſhall be able to admire, (as we ſhall be 
no longer engaged in controverſy) what alone is 

worthy admiration, THE WORD OF GoD. 54 
I will copy a few ſtanzas from that truly claſ- 
fical performance of which I have given you a 
taſte above, and which perhaps you may never 
have ſeen, in conſequence of its being ſo unpardon- 
ably omitted in our modern prayer books; that. 
when you are aſked at any time to ſing, you may 
lay afide all ungodly ſongs and ballads, and intro- 
duce a pious air from thence, which will contribute 
much to the folace and edification of yourſelf and 
companions ; will ingratiate you with thoſe of your 
tutors who attend Dr. Hey's lectures; will give 
you the character of good young men; and leave 
you at liberty to indulge yourſelves in a few of 
the trifling animal gratifications, which your time 
of life demands. For orthodox ſinners have a 
number of friends to excuſe and juſtify them. Now 
and then, by way of variety, you may perform it 
to the ſecular tune of, © There was a jolly miller 
once, or J. Gilpin. But I would have” this mode 
adopted only in moments of extraordinary ſpright- 
lineſs and conviviality. You may alſo occaſion- 
ally invite one of the little quiriſters to accompany 
you upon the jews harp. This will be equivalent 
ia | 9 5 to 
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( 41 ) 
to a moſt explicit declaration, that, on your own 


account, you have not any objection to the creed 
* retained. 


The catholic belief is this, 
That God we worſhip one 
In trinity, and trinity 
In unity alone. 


So as we neither do confound 
The perſons of the three: 
Nor yet the ſubſtance whole of one 
In ſunder 3 be. | 
+ * R X * 


The Father he is uncreate, 
And uncreate the ſon; 
The holy ghoſt is uncreate, 
So uncreate each one. 


Father incomprehenſible, 
So likewiſe is the ſon : 
Comprehenſible alſo is 
The holy ghoſt of none. 5 


The Father is eternal, and 
The ſon eternal too: 

And in like ſort eternal is 
The holy ghoſt alſo. 


And yet tho? we believe that each | 

Of theſe eternal be: \ 
Yet there but one eternal is, 

And not eternals three. 


TA 


As not incomprehenſible, 
Nor yet uncreates three; ; 
But one incomprehenſible, 


One uncreate hold we. 
SS SS ©: SS WW 23 


The Father God is, God the ſon, 
God holy ghoſt allo : 
Yet are there not three Gods to be; 


But one God, and no mo. 
e % © ©*-0:0'S 


— — 


1 


Of none the Father is, not made, 
Created, nor begot: 
The ſon is of the Father) not 


Create, nor made, bat got. 
ER #% XR X X 1 * 


So we one Father hold only; | 
One ſon alſo; not three: 
One holy ghoſt alone, and not 


hree holy ghoſts to be. 
Three oly Sal 9 


So unity in trinity, 
As it is ſaid before: 
And trinity in unity, 


We always muſt adore. 
* * * 1 2 ** 


And needful to eternal life 
It is that every wight, 
The incarnation of our Lord 
He do believe aright. 


For this the right faith is, that we 
Believe and alſo know, 

That Chriſt our Lord, the ſon of God, 
Is God and man alſo. 


God of his Father's ſubſtance got, 
Before the world began: 

And of his mother's ſabftance born 
In world, a very man. 


Both perfect God, and perfect man, 
In one, one Jeſus Chriſt : 
That doth of reaſonable ſoul, 
And human fl:th ſubſiſt. 


£8: HS WT © * 92 #® 
Who tho' he be both very God, 
And very man alio : 
Yet is he but one Chriſt alone; 
And is not perſons two. 


One, not by turning of Godhead 
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Into. the fleſh of man : 
But by taking manhood to God- 
This being one began, 


( 43 ) 
Verum, ubi plura nitent in carmine, it is very 
difficult to ſelect. I have given you this ſpecimen 
to excite your curioſity. i 

But I had forgotten—You are not likely to aſ- 
pire either to a profeſſorſhip, or a biſhopric: 
you wiſh not for a ſeat either in the royal ſo- 
ciety, or in that of Bartlet's Buildings. It is 
needleſs therefore for you to chant or to cant, 
to ſing or to fay any thing that you look upon 
as indignum ſapiente bonogue; to hold your 
tongue about the teſt act, or refrain from attend- 
ing the place of worſhip you approve; that you 
may recommend vourlel to any Ch—r, either of 
Great B—n, or of the Ex —— er, who will, in ſpite 
of truth and common ſenſe, ſupport the 
religion that is uppermoſt. With reſpect to your 
fellow chriftians, in whoſe bon you ſo kindly 
ſympathiſe, remember, and comfort yourſelf, that 
the reign of ſuperſtition is not to be everlaſting. 
And when you obſerve any of theſe high flown 
facred perſonages prancing and mouthing ; believe 
me, that the more they exert themſelves the nearer 
they will reſemble Juvenal's | 


— ferox vitulus, templis maturus, et arz, 
— rampant calf, now ready for the knife, 


I am, dear youth, 
with the greateſt ſincerity, | 
yours. 


—— a 


P. S. I ſent a copy of the ſermon to our friend 
——, He has not had time to peruſe it; but in 
a letter I have this moment received, writes as 


* I thank 


follows: 


( 44 

I thank you, my dear friend, for your valud- : 
ble preſent. I ſhall ſee what Hey ſays of the ſym- 
bol. I juſt caſt my eye upon the laſt page, where 

he ſeems to think it might be ſet to muſic.---I do 
not wonder at his idea: there is ſo much harmony 
prevailing throughout it, that it naturally tends to 
Tooth the mind and enliven its devotion. I am 

very glad to find that what has hitherto ſet people 
ſwearing, is now likely to make them fing. The 
misfortune is, I have no ear ; and ſhall be no judge 
of its merits. I only gueſs there will be nothing 
of Handel's half ſo ſublime ; that it will be admitted 
into the ſelection for the abbey, by ſpecial com- 
mand; will grow ſo popular as to ſuperſede both 
Purcel's and the Dettingen Te peum ; and be- 
come the Overture, as the CORONATION ANTHEM 
is the Finale, of every grand muſical feſtival 
throughout the kingdom.” eV 
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